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The amiable author of the following, artless Narra- 
tive, was a man of singular modesty. It w as in ilie 
exercise of this virtue that he refrained from ac- 
quainting his readers with the fact, that Anri Cutler 
was converted under his ministry. In the edifying 
“ Memoir of Mr. Bramweirs Life and Ministry” by' 
Mr. Si gston, it is related, thatj while that good man 
was a local-preacher near the place of his nativity, 
under his sermons multitudes were convinced of sin, 
and many received a knowledge of their acceptance 
with God. Ann Cutler, or, as she was more 
familiarly called, ‘Praying Nanny,’ a woman- 
remarkable for holiness, was one of the earliest fruits 
of his labours. She resided at a village near Preston, 
in which Mr. Bramwell frequently preached.” 

Ann Cutler’s great talent lay in the power' of her 
intercessions before the throne of grace, in striking ad- 
monitions to perishing sinners, and in fervent exhort- 
.ations to repentance. Notwithstanding her frequent 
exercises in public, which it might be supposed 
would have a tendency to wear down the delicacy of 
the female character, she was modest and unassum- 
ing in her deportment, and possessed all the unaf- 
fected simplicity of a little child. She almost 
literally fultilled that blessed commandment, ‘ Ile~ 
joke evermore pray without ceasing ; in every thing 
give thanks' Her rejoicing was of the true apostoln 
cal kind, and often manifested itself when she found 
those with whom it was her duty, to rejoice : but 
it was changed into * zveeping when she met zi:ith 
those who' wept,’ with whom it w^as a privilege “ un- 
known to vulgar souls, the luxury of tears to feel.” 

The unceasing spirit of prayer and lhauksgiving be- 






came, in her, a confirmed gracious habit; and it 
M’as as her meat and her drink to be engaged in such 
a high and delightful employment, in reference to 
her fervent spirit of .devotion, for which her memory 
' . will long be revered in several parts of Lancashire 
and .Yorkshire, Mr. Bramwell’s biographer says, 
‘‘ About the same period Ann Cutler was led to 
. visit Dewsbury. It was her constant practice to rise 
' between three and four o’clock in the morning, and 
wrestle with God for a revival, while Mr. Bramwell 
Was engaged in the same exercise at that early hour in 
another apartment. It was almost impossible for any 
one to take repose by sleep, or to be unrefreshed in 
spirit, while near two such zealous persons,' wHo 
often relieved the burden of their souls by pray- 
ing aloud.” *• 

It appears, that “ two years before she entered into 
this way, Mr. Bramw'ell persuaded her to the con- 
trary ; but at different times she believed it to be her 
duty,” and therefore proceeded in her public course. 
In subsequent years Mr. Bramwell was brought to 
.think on this subject, that, “ in the great work of hu- 
man redemption, the Almighty had a sovereign right 
to make his own election of instruments. To 
question the validity of any one’s call, whose la- 
bours were clearly sanctioned by the broad seal of 
Heaven, appeared in his eyes a most unwarrant- 
able act of presumption.” His Biographer adds, 
w'omen of great piety w'ere accustomed, at 
i_n early period in the History of Methodism, pub- 
licly to w'arn sinners to flee from the wrath to come. 
Among those ancient female worthies, was the late 
Miss Bosauquet, (afterwards Mrs. Fletcher,) who 
frequently engaged in this interesting employment. 
Some persons had expressed a degree of surprise at 
her continuing occasionally to address a congrega- 
tion. It w'as her desire to ^ abstain from all appear- 
once of evil/ and to do nothing by vvhicli a weak 









/ 






PREFACE. 



brother might be offended. She therefore wrote to 
that ^ great man in Israel,’ the Rev. John Wesley, 
stated her case, and received from him the following 
reply : 



“ TO MISS BOSANQUET. 




Lcmiondcrfy , June 13 , 1771*’ 

“my dear sister, 

“ I think the strength of the cause 
rests there, ^ — in your having an' extraordinaryxall. 
So 1 am persuaded has every one of our lay-preachers : 
otherwise I could not countenance their preaching 
at all, It is plain to me, that the whole work of God 
termed.M ethodism, is an extraordinary dispensation 
of his providence. Therefore I do not wonder, if 
several things occur therein, which do not fall under' 
ordinary rules of discipline. St Paul’s ordinary rule 
of discipline, was, ‘ I permit not a woman to speak in 
the congregation yet in extraordinary cases, he made 
a few exceptions ; at Corinth in particular. 

** 1 am, my dear sister, 

“ Your affectionate brother, 

“J. WESLEY.” 

Similar to these were Mr. Bramwell’s views.” 

In the number of zealous and successful fema' 
exhorters may also be reckoned Ann Cutler ; ana 
the subjoined beautiful copy of verses, written by 
Mr. Bernard Barton, of Wood bridge, a respectable 
member of the Society of Friends, may serve 
as an apology for the worthy subject of this “ Short 
Account, ” as w'ell as for the pious Lady in memory 
O'f whose virtuous labours it was originally conijrosed; 
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VERSES 

tj^e i^tmora of iWarg d?Utc]^ei* 



Enthusiast, fanatic, and fooi. 

Many who read thy life will style thee; 
And others^ more sedate and cool. 

Will pity, who dare not revile thee. 

For me, I feel, on laying down 

The volume, neither power nor will 
To ape the critic’s frigid frown :> 

To flatter thee were idler still. 




While living, praise of man to thee 

Was nothing : o’er thy mouldering earth. 

Its empty echo now would be ' 

But mockery of thy Christian worth ! 

Nor would I, venerable shade! 

Now touch such high and solemn theme. 

Or this poor tribute have essay’d. 

If thus tlie unthinking world would deem. 

But there are those, with whom the test 
Of truth is not the Gospel creed ; ^ 

To whom thy life will be a jest. 

Thy path— a parable indeed ! 

And these, perchance to show theit wit, 
Will heap thy name with obloquy ; 

And o’er thy hallow’d pages sit, 

“ Brest up in brief authority.” 






To thee it matters not ; but those 
Who honour and revere thy n^e, 

May be allow’d to interpose. 

And vindicate thy well-earn'd fame. 

Not for thy sake alone, but theirs 

Who tread the path which thou hast trod ; — 
The church, which prompted once thy^prayers. 
Thy faith, thy Saviour, and thy God ! 

These, with united voice, demand 
The payment of that sacred debt ; ' 

Due, in a favour’d Christian land. 

When stars of righteousness have set. 

Set, but to rise with holier light ; ' 

Eclips’d on earth, to shine in heaven; 

How should the chill grave’s transient nighty 
Dim what Death’s Conqueror had given ? 

And such wast thou : a prophetess 
Worthy the church’s earlier day ; 

In piety and faithfulness. 

Proving “ to love is to obey.” 

Sceptics may think thy life on earth 
Was madness — an enthusiast’s dream ; 

And Folly, in its empty mirth. 

Thy end devoid of honour deem; 

But Faith, which owns^ thee unforgot, 

For thy immortal spirit paints , 

With children of the Lord thy lot. 

Thy heritage among the Saints ! 
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IMTJROBUCtlON, 



In the following account of Ann Cutler, 
I have endeavoured carefully to jetain her 
own expressions: I have. given her letters 
without any alteration, believing that this 
mode would be the most edifying and 
piecing to her numerous acquaintance. In 
a narrative like this, simplicity should be 
constantly kept in view. Her artless and 
childlike spirit will be best seen in her own 
jouraal, which is now before me, and from 
which I shall make some extracts. 

She made it her custom daily to write 
down the dealings of Gtod with her soul ; a 
custom which numbers have found to be 
extremely beneficial and which I strongly 
recommend. As I never met with her 
equal, and scarcely expect to meet with 
her like again, I thought that a relation of 
hey experience might be useful and instruc- 
tive. May God make it a blessing to every 
reader ! 



William Bramwell. 
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SHORT ACCOUNT, &c. 



ANN CUTLER was born near Preston, in Lan- 

cashire, in th^ year 1759. Till she was about twenty 
SIX years of ag*e she was very strict in her nioials and 
serious in her deportment 5 but she never saw into the 
method of salvation by J esus Christ till the ^^lethod-^ 
ist local preachers visited that neighbourhood. After 
hearing one of them she was convinced of sin, and, 
from that time, gave all diligence to .obtain meicy. 
In a short time she received pardon, and her serious 
walking evidenced the power she enjoyed. It was 
not lono* before she had a clearer sight intt> her own 
heart ; and, though she retained her confidence of 
pardon, she was yet made deeply seiusible of the 
need of perfect love. In hearing the doctrine of 
sanctification, and believing that the blessing was to 
be received through faith, she expected instantane- 
ous deliverance, and prayed for the porc’cr to believe • 
her confidence increased untill she could say ; “Jesus , 
^riiou wilt cleanse me from all unrighteousness ! 
In the same year of her finding mercy, 1785, the 
Lord said, ** 1 will j be thou clean. , She^ found a 
sinking into humility, love and dependence upon 
God. At this lime her language was, “Jesus, 
‘‘ thou knowest I love Thee with all my heart. 1 
‘‘ would rather die than grieve Thy Spirit. Oh! I 
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- LIFE AND DEATH 

cannot express how much I love Jesus.” After this 
change, something remarkable appeared in her coun- 
tenance, — a smile of sweet composure : It was no- 
ticed by many, as a reflection of the Divine Nature, 
and it increased to the time of her death. In a few 
months she found a great propensity to grieve for 
sinners, and often wept much in private ; and, at 
the same time, was drawn out to plead with God 
for the world in general. She did not know the 
meaning of this ; and she found none that could either 
enlighten her mind or encourage her views. Her con- 
cern increased ; and nearly every time I saw her, 1 
was asked for instruction. She began to pray in 
meetings ; and several persons were awakened 
and brought to God. The effects of her labours 
were manifest. Many were displeased, but some 
were saved. At Preston, Blackburn, &cv she be- 
came noted for piety, and yet her usefulness was 
comparatively but small. Her manner and petitions 
were strange to numbers, as she prayed with great 
exertion of voice and for present blessings. She 
would frequently say, 1 think I must pray. Ican- 
not be happy unless I cry for sinners. I do not 
want any praise : I want nothing but souls to be 
brought to God. I am reproached by most. I 
cannot do it to be seen or heard of men. I see 
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the world going to destruction ; and I am burden- 
ed till I pour out my soul to God for them.” 

Mr. Wesley calling at Pfeston, she communicated 
to him her experience, as it respected her union with 
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OF ANN CUTLER. H 

• X 

God, and strong desire to do his will. He wrote • 
her an answer, of which an exact copy may be here 
inserted, as it was left among her other papers. 

•< IVaUon, Ap^i5,n90- 

MY dear sister, ^ 

« There is something in the dealings of God' 
with your soul which is out of the common way. But 
I have known several whom he has been pleased to 
lead in exactly the same way, and particularly in 
manifesting to them distinctly the three persons of. 
the ever-blessed Trinity. You may tell all your ex- 
perience to me at any time ; but you will need to be 
cautious in speaking to others, for they would not 
understand what you say. Go on in the .name of 
God, and in the power of his might. Pray for the 
whole spirit of humility, and I wish that you would 
write and speak without reserve to, dear Nanny, 

“Your’s affectionately, 

“ John Wesley.” 

It is easily seen from this answer what opinion Mr. 
Wesley had of Ann Cutler, particularly as it respect- 
ed her depth of piety ; and, to my knowledge, she 
attended to the advice which he had given in this let- 
ter. She experienced many things in union with God 
which she mentioned but to few ; and some manifest- 
ations, she declared to me, were never related to 

any. 

Another pr.eacher wrote to her, about the same 

time, as follows; '' 



12 



LIFE AND DEATH 



“ DEAR SISTER, , 

**1 rejoice that you stand in the love of God. 
Keep to the plain New Testament. Learn no mysti- 
cal phrases. d^member, it is repentance, faith, 
and HOLINESS ; the Bible knows this religion and 
no other. Bead this, and it will lead you higher 
and higher till you obtain the crown. 

“I am your affectionate Brother,” 

# * * # 

I think it proper now to take notice of the differ- 
ent parts of her experience, which were evidenced 
to numbers for more than eight years. 

Her Faith in God. 

Her manner was to search diligently the New 1 es- 
tament, to know what blessings were promised to 
her -and if she could only satisfy herself^ from her 
own reading, or from the explanation of others, of 
yvhatthe promise xontained, she instantly believed 
that the Lord would give it ; and it appeared that 
sh& daily, through faith, increased in the work of 
God. 1 never remember hearing her say that she 
had received any blessing, without adding, “I see a 
great deal more for me in Jesus. ” 

When she was called upon to plead for otliers, 
her manner was, if possible, to know their 'state. 
For this she used every prudent means. If she was 
'satisfied of what they then needed, she balieved with 
all her heart that the Lord would fulfil ir desire 
She was as confident for sanctification as ;ustifica*‘ 
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lion ; yet she observed, it required a greater exertion 
of faith, in the person prayed for and the person plead j 
ing, to receive punty'of heart than pardon. 

She lived by faillu I had evidence that, as she 
received, she trusted in no grace, but looked through 
all to God. 

In several places, when preachers and others had 
lost their hope of a revival, she has selected a few 
souls to assist her, and, to the astonishment of ma- 
ny, has prevailed with God. 

Her Christian Love. 



She often expressed herself thus : “ It is all love ; 
^nothing but love. . God- is love. I want more of 
“ this love. How do you think I may attain to more f 
I feel nothing but pure love : but God can enlarge 
“ my heart and give me a greater fulness. T feel 
my soul. continually burn with love to Jesus.” If 
ever any gave evidence of love, she certainly did:; 
and, according to the thirteenth chapter of the first 
Epistle to the Corinthians, she ‘ believed all thino-s 
hoped all things, endured all things. ’ 

Her love to sinners appeared in her frequent' sighs, 
groans, tears and strong crying to God in secret. 
What appeared the most like tautology in her peti- 
tions, was, “Jesus, save sinners! Thy blood was 
“shed for them. Oh ! save sinners ! ” ■ 

Her love to real penitents was striking. Her soul 
travailed in birth till Christ was formed in them. She 
went through great sorrow, syrapathizing vtith the 
broken in heart; and she always seemed unwilling. 
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'to leave them till they were comforted. Her lo^e' 
moved her to mourn with them that mourned ; and,' 
when deliverance came, her soul rejoiced in God 
her Saviour. She often said, None know the glo- 
“ry of pleading with souls but those who do it. ” 
Whenever she found persons, to' use her ow'n ex- 
pression, “ quite devoted, ” she shewed uncommon 
respect for them ; and, in our conversation on the 
.subject, said, “ 1 love to be with them : it helps me 
‘‘ forward. I see many things in them which 1 want 
myself : but we shall soon be in heaven. 1. must do 
all 1 can for God every moment, and then 1 shall 
be near them in another world. Oh ! it delights 
‘‘ nay soul to see those that are not entangled with 
any thing below the sun ! ” Her love to the preach- 
ers and the connexion was the strongest 1 ever saw 
in any person. 

She did, by her Christian charity, ' cover a multi- 
tude of sins. ’ I never knew her speak evil of any, 
She said, “When I know any evil, I tell the Lord, 
“lean tell every thing to him.” She never would 
talk about the faults of others ; any thing of this na- 
ture made her quite uneasy. Her language was, “ I 
“ know it will do them no good : I feel it will hurt 
my mind : 1 want to talk of something else. ” Hep 
soul seemed always moulded into pure love. 

Her Humility. 

■ Her friends sensibly feel, and all who have had a 
real' knowledge of her character can testify, that this 
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grace shone the most conspicuous. There appeared 
nothing, affected. What was seen proclaimed the 
sentiments of her heart. I have often » thought she 
did not know how to dissemble. Whatever the bles- 
sings were which she received, she spent mere lime 
in thanksgiving for them than she did in the petition. 

“Glory be to Jesus!” washer cry. When she 
professed to receive an increase of grace, there ap. 
.peared an increase of holy shame iu all her conduct. 
She appeared sunk under the weight of love, with a 
soul full of gratitude. The image of the Son of 
God was thcH the most visible. Whenever she was 
answered in the salvation of others, which was ex- 
ceedingly common, her mind was instantly turned to 
Glory, glory to thy name, O Jesus!” 

I saw it was not in her to be backward when call 
ed to. work for God, or to let others act before her ; 
but her genuine humility was seen either in acting in- 
stantly or not acting, as she might be called ; in being 
nothing and feeling it, or in being any thing for God 
and his glory ; in being accounted a fool or wise, de- 
spised or Citeeraed, rejected or received. 

Her great Patience. 

To see God in all things, is the privilege of Christi- 
ans ; and their happiness consists in acknowledging 
him as their King, Judge, and Saviour. ‘ Thy tcill 
be done;’ “ thou canst not do wrong ! ” w'as the lan- 
guage of Ann Cutler for eight years. She met with 
the greatest opposition that I ever knew any person 
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receive ; and 1 never saw or heard of her being in /the 
least angry. She never complained of ill usage. 
She was sent for by many, both rich and poor ; and 
though she was exceedingly sensible of opposition, 
yet she would say, ** I am not received at such a 
place; but the icill of the Lord be done!” 

She bore the . contradiction of sinners, and took 
patiently and jo\ fully the loss of her good name, 
willing to be nothing in order to possess all things. 
She said, “ I want nothing but to suffer all tnat Je- 
“ sus will lay upon me, and for him to fulfil his wiU 
“in me every moment. Iv^hope, through his a^sist- 
anre, to live as near to him as any person in this 
“ world. 1 know he does all things w’ell ! ” 

Her Prayer, Manner, S^c. 

1 never heard any thing spoken against Ann Cut- 
ler, except her manner of approaching the Lord. 1 
hinted before that she prayed with great exertion of 
voice, and, “ in this she never lost her foes.” She 
was in our house several months at different times, 
ft was her usual custom to arise at midnight, to pray 
and return God thanks for mercies received. Going 
to rest again, she slept till four, which was her regu- 
lar hour of rising. She continued till about five plead- 
ing for herself, our family, the society, the preachers? 
and the whole church. Jf we had no meeting at five, 
she retired into the chapel, and there continued in 
earnest prayer another hour. About six she went 
jnto her room, and read the scriptures with prayer. — 
When she laboured with her hands, she would retire 
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twelve or fourteen times in the day, and pray a few nn ' 
nutes at a time. She continired frequently very long i n 
private ; but was very short in public, and in genera^ 
with a loud voice. Her plea for this was, “ I have 
‘‘ tried to pray differently, but am always less confi* 
** dent. 1 would do any thing to please, if it would 
“not hurt my own soul; but I am in this way the 
most free from wanderings, and have the - greatest 
“ confidence. 1 dare not strive against it any more.’ 
She prayed without ceasing. Her life was a life 
of prayer. Oh! thatl may follow her in this as she 
followed Christ ! “ For, being in an agony, she pray- 
ed more earnestly. ” 1 have been in chapel, when 

suddenly the whole congregation have been affected 
in answer to her cries. For prayer, I never expect to 
see her equal again. 

Her Modesty. 



Ann Cutler was often detained- late in the evenings 
with people in distress, but would never return in 
company with young men. She conducted herself, 
in this respect to the glory of God, to the good of 
his people, and to the satisfaction of all. It appears 
from her journal that she laid a strong foundation 
for this mode of conduct. A short extract from 
which 1 shall here insert. 

“ I am thine, blessed Jesus : I am wholly thine. — ■- 
1 will have none but thee. Preserve thou niy .soul 
?.nd body pure in thy sight. Give me strength to 
shun every appearance of evil. In tny looks keep ' 
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me pure, in my words pure-^a chaste virgin to 
Christ for ever. I promise thee, upon my bended 
knees, that if thou wilt be mine [will be thine, and 
cleave to none other in this world. Amen. 

Ann Cutler.” 

It appears from different parts of her journah 
that she had covenanted with God to live and die in 
this state ; and she certainly was in a surprising man- 
ner kept from every stain in her conduct before men ; 
for both saints and sinners were constrained to say — 
Nanny Cutler looks at nothing but heaven. ” 

Her Self-denial. 

When with us she lived chiefly upon milk and 
herb-tea every thing' strong she quietly but, firmly 
rejected. When asked to take any thing better, she 
replied; “I dare not lake it. I know what will 
“ grieve the Spirit.” But though she was so exceed- 
ingly temperate, she looked quite fresh and lively. I 
have often wondered that she went through so much 
labour with so little food ; but she was in an extraor- 
dinary way supported. It never appeared that by 
any of her labours her life ^was shortened. Her 
manner w’as, to see her call as clear as possible, to 
act in it with a single eye ; and to whatever extraor- 
dinary work the Lord called her, she believed that 
he would support her in it. ‘ She a as crucified to the 
Korld and the u'prld to Her ’ 
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Her Conversation. ^ 

' $ 

\ 

Many have entreated her to be more conversible ; 
but her greatest gift was not argument, or exhorta- 
tion in public. She had an uncoimmon insight into 
the people’s states, both in leading class and in private. 
She was very clear in her knowledge of repentance, 
faith and holiness, “ but in this world knew little but 
herself .” Her conversation was truly in heaven. If 
any -thing light or- superficial w'as advanced when in 
company, she was uneasy, and would beg for a bet- 
ter subject, saying, “ I am tired : I must either talk 
about Christ or pray ; or I must retire.” Thus 
she reproved many. 1 have often mourned that I 
W'as not so much in heaven. 

Her words were few, ^ seasoned with grace, ^ mak- 
ing a deep impression wherever she came. With 
all this she never had any gloom upon her counte- 
nance : but still presented the image of that sweet, 
that happy mind which was in Christ. I have seen 
her, when speaking of the glory of the world to 
come, stop suddenly, apparently filled w ith the Spi- 
rit ; and, when she could speak no more, she quiet- 
ly sunk beneath the power of God, arose, and retired 
under a holy shame. 



Her Union with Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

This experience is what Mr Wesley advised her 
to make known but to few. Yet it may not be 
wrong, as she is gone, to reap the fruit of her la- 
- hours, by declaring a few particulars for the benefit 
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of those who are earnestly seeking the same privilege. 

It was her method, as appears from her papers, to 

renew her covenant with God every day in these follow- 
ing words: “ Blessed Father, loving Jesus, Holy 
“Spirit! 1 give my body and soul into thy hands. 

“ Have thy whole will on me, use me for thy 
“ glory, and never let me grieve thy Spirit. 1 will be 
“thine every moment ; and all that thou art is mine. 

“ We are fully united : we are one; and I pray 
“ that we may be one for ever. I give myself again 

to thee : give thyself again to me !. . > 

“ Father ! I reverence thy majesty and sink before 
“ thee : thbu art a holy God. I submit my all to 
“ thee. I live under thy inspection, and wonder at 
thy glory every moment. Blessed Jesus ! Thou 
“ art my constant friend and companion. Thou art 
always with me. We walk together in the nearest 
“ union. 1 can talk witli thee as my Mediator. 

“ Thou shewest me the Father and I am lost in be- 
“ holding his glory. Thou takest me out and bring- 
“est me in. Thou art with me wherever 1 go- 
“ Mine eyes are upon thee as my patteni and con- 

“ tinual help ! 

“ Holy Spirit ! thou art my Comforter. I feel 

« from thee a constant burning love. My heart is 
set on fire by thy blessed influence. 1 pray by thy 
** power. It is through thee 1 am brought to Jesus, 
through Jesus 1 am. brought to the. Father, and in 
“ the Father I am swallowed up in what 1 call glory : 
and I can say. Glory be to the Father, glory be to 
“ the Son, and glory be to the Holy Spirit! 



OF A’NN CUTLER. 

I have union with the Trinity thus : I see the 
« Son through the Spirit, 1 find the Father through 
the Son, and God is my all and in all 
Her feeling expressions proved to us that she ex-- 
perienced this salvations She had continual fellow - 
ship v;ith the blessed three-one ; three in of* 
fice as it respects us in our present state, but one 
God absolutely, world without end. 

, I 

Her Labours. 

Ann Cutler desired that I would declare iny mind 
freely concerning her call to dilferent places. Two 
years before she entered into this way s persuaded 
her to the contrary, but at different times she believ- 
ed it was her duty ; and when she went to a strange 

, , , . -til pt .. , — ^ . , 

place tier labours were muen messen. one umuc 
see us at Dewsbury, where religion had been, and 
was then, in a low state. In this circuit numbers 
had been destroyed through divisions, &c. 1 could 

not find a person that experienced sanctificatioiv 
and but few who were clear in the knowledge of par- 
don. Our first year was a year of hard labour and 
much grief. The societies in some places increased, 
but active religion scarcely appeared. Nanny Cut- 
ler joined us in continual prayer to God for a revi- 
val of his work. As I was praying in my room, I 
received an answer from God in a particular way, 
and had the revival discovered to me in its manner 
and effects. I had no more doubt. ■ All my grief 
was gone. I could say, The Lord will come ; I 
“ know he will come and that suddenly. 
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Nothing appeared very particular, till, unde‘‘ 
Nanny Cutler’s prayer, one soul received a clean 
heart. W e were confident that the Cord would do 
the same for others. 

At a prayer meeting two found peace with God ; 
and the same week two more received the same bles- 
sing. On Sunday morning we had a love-feast for 
the bands, when several were much concerned for 
sanctification. One young woman leceived the 

blessing. On Monday evening the bands met. A 
remarkable spirit of prayer was given to the people 
Four persons received sanctification, and some 
were- left in distress. 

Several, who were the most prejudiced, weie 
suddenly struck, and in agonies groaned for deliver 
ance: On Thursday, one, who for a fortnight had 

been exceedingly pained for want of purity of heart, 
was delivered. 

The work continued almost in every meeting ,• 
and sixty persons in and about Dewsbury received 
sanctification, and walked in that liberty. Our 
love-feasts began to be crowded, and people from all 
the nei^^hbouring circuits visited us. Great num- 
hers found pardon, and some perfect love. They 
went home, and declaied what God had done for 

them. 

The more I consulted the Acts of the Apostles 
and Church history, the more I was convinced tha 
this Nvas no new thing, either in its manner or effects ^ 
but that in every great work of God similar things 
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were produced. 1 consulted several of the senior 
brethren, who exhorted me to use every means tO' 
support the revival. Satan began to use his agents 
in different ways. Some said one thing, some ano- 
ther ; but no man, without the Spirit of God, can 
^ properly judge of the matter. All mu^st miss the 
mark, except those who are taught of Christ : and 
no greater mistakes can be made than those persons 
make who presume to say any thing of the work of 
God, and do not feel his love. 

The work in a few w'eeks broke out at Greatland. 
s Ann Cutler went over to Birstall, and was there e- 

, qually blessed in her labours. She went into the 

Leeds circuit ; and, though vital religion had been 
t very low, the Lord made use of her at the 'beginning 
of a revival, and the work spread nearly through ' 
the circuit. Very often ten or twenty, or more, 
were saved in one meeting. 

She and a few more w'ere equally blessed in. some 
parts of the Bradford and Otley circuits. Wherever 
she went there was an amazing power of God attend- 
ing her piayeis. This was a very great trial to 
many' ofusj' to see the Lord make use of such sim- 
ple means, and our usefulness comparatively 
but small. 1 used every means, in private to pre- 
vent prejudice in the societies ; but with many of 
my good elder brethren it was impracticable. 

I’he Lord saw that, in Yorkshire, we were in too 
great union with the world, which had certainly been 
the case for a number of years. He now drew the 
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line ; and to his name be ascribed the wisdom and 

^ The success which attended Ann Cutler among 
rich and poor for two years, might be proved from 
her papers; Many of the fruits are gone to glory, 
yet a cloud of witnesses remain in different places ; 
who, I trust, will join her in singing everlasting 
praise to God and the Lamb. May her conduct be 
their example, and may they evidence the power 
they hzrve felt under her prayers, by living and dying 

in the fulness of God ! 

I believe if we had heartily closed in with the 
kind providence of God, if we had all set our shoul- 
ders to the work, and known this great dayof visitation, 
all the nation might have tasted his goodness. May 
God grant these things may not be for ever hidden 

from our eyes ! 

The last journey which Ann Cutler took, was to 
Oldham, Manchester, Derby and Macclesfield. 

To her sister at Blackburn, she writes as follows : 

' Manchester, November 3. ' 

sistee, 

I hope you arc well and happy* I find that 
tny soul gets more friendship with J esus. T he last five 
daysl have been in this town 1 have been happier than 
ever before. The last week but this, at Oldham 
and Delph, and another place, nearly a hundred souls 
were brought to God. Many cried for mercy and 
the Lord delivered them. In this town 1 cannot ex- 
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actly tell the tiutnner. God has sanctified many, 
some preachers and leaders. Glory be to God for 
this glorious work which he is carrying on in the 
earth ! 1 hope it will revive at Blackburn. 1 find 
my desire to please God is greater than ever. My 
soul is wholly taken up with God. I am closely 
united to Jesus ; it is heaven below : and my desire 
for the salvation of others is so great that I can spend 
and be spent for the Lord. 

Dear Sister, my Mother is now where sabbaths 
never end. I think we shall soon be there, and 
meet to part no more. It is good to live near to Jesus 
here, and then w'e shall be near him in heaven. Oh! 
let us double our diligence and be determined to be 
I all devoted to God ! There is a greater fulness. God 

I bless you more and more, and may he fill you with 

all this fulness of God ! Let us not be stopped in 
our journey, but obey the voice of God. God help 
us to redeem every moment of time I Oh, pray for 
me ! I often pray for my sisters. 1 hope to meet 
thee in heaven. Give my love to them all. God 
bless you all I I am going in the' morning to the 
i Leek and Derby circuit. 

- “Ann Cutler.” 

To a friend in Preston about the same time she 
I writes thus : 

“dear sister, 

“ I find Jesus very precious. .1 ho{ie you are 

well. God is love. 1 have been at Mr. B.’s above 

a week. The first day I came the Lord sanctified 
i c 
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his sprit. The next morning his wife 

same blessing. Ever, day some are bronght to 

One day twenty 6ve were justified ; some sanctified. 
?he Jid is carrying on hU work^ 
rixteen servants engaged in it. ree or 

received clean hearts. I never had. a more blessed 
receive ^ to be more like 

time than I have had here. * r-nri «.v«>rv 

Jesus. Let you and me give ourselves to pod eve^ 

moment, and seek in all things how to 

Pra, for the nl 

from God. Whilst we live in the will of God 

thine can hurt us. No cross, no trial, need h nder 

our “piospering, while we leave all and foUow Christ. 

Watch against a light spirit, and all 

sation ; and let ns pray every hour that God may 

save hs from a mere form of religion. May the 

power of God dwell in us! 

., II A."Nn CuxIsEEs 

To another. 

‘ dear SISTER, - 

« Thongb absent in body, we are often pres 

sent in spirit. Let us soar away, heyondt^ptatio^e 
power, to the dear wounds of Jesus. T e grea 
cross, the brighter the crown. Let wnse 
Ihe Ueht we have and all the love, and God h^ pro- 

mLdto give usmore. If God be for ns, who can 

harm us t Let US yield ourselves.' wholly unto e 

"nd sitk mJthe will of. God. Near f^y 

souls were brought to God the last , nig , 
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Lord is making some rich men rich in the faith. — 
Few'of these will come so low as to cry for mercy. 

“Ann Cutler.” 

i ; To Mrs. D* ♦ * of Leeds. 

s' ^*Derbfff Dec* 8, 1794 

**MY VERY DEAR FRIEND, 

“ I hope you are well. I find God is' true t 

he does not fail. 1 have seen many souls convinced 

0 

and' converted to God. I was above a week in Old- 
ham circuit. We believed there w'as near a hun- 
dred souls brought to God. , I have been above a 
fortnight at Manchester. Some were justified and 
some sanctified every night. On. some nights eight 
and nine, some twelve, some twenty, one night 
thirty, and on another nearly forty souls found 
peace with God. I have been above a fortnight in 
Lisek circuit. The Lord heareth and ansvvereth 
prayer. Some nights eight, and one night eleven, 
found peace. — 1 have been one week in Derby cir- 
cuit. In this week above forty souls were set a 
liberty : some cleansed from sin. Four men came 
on Sunday thirteen miles in deep distress. They all 
went home happy. Some kneeled in the time of 
preaching, their distress was so great. On Satur- 
day night, one, who mocked us, w’as seized by the 
power of God : lie cried for niercy, and the Lord 
saved him. I see much of the Lord’s presence. 1 
am going for Macclesfield. They have sent for me. 
'I have had a very happy time in my own soul. He 
compasseth me about with favours. 1 find a sweeter 
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UTiion with Jesus Christ than ever. He is all in all. 

1 can freely give my soul to Christ every moment. I 
bless ' God that he can employ such a worm. — 

I hope you are happy. I pray for you every day. 
We are one in heart. We are nearer and neaVer 
meeting in glory every day. -Let us be faithful to 
God, and he will guide us continually. He will be 
our sun and shield. God bless you and your family. 
Pray for me that 1 may be faithful. I could love to 
liear from you. Give my love to your husband and 
family; to Mrs. Crosby and Mrs. Tripp. Mr. 

' Nelson desires his love to you. He is faithful in 
his Master’s cause. Give my love to Mr. and Mrs. 
j ^ Mr. B , and all the dear friends 

in Leeds. 

' . « Ann Cutler.” 



An account of her sickness and death, by Mrs. High- 
tield, in a letter to Dr. Aspden, of Blackburn. 

. ** Maccle^dd* 

“ D EA R SI R, 

“ According to your request in a letter to Mr. Ma- 
son, dated January 12th, 1 will endeavour to give you 
a few particulars relative to the death of Aun Cutler. 

1 would have done it sooner, had not the affliction 
of my family prevented. The time she was with us, 
it seemed to be her daily custom to’ dedicate herself,- 
body and soul, to God ; to make that sacrifice which 
the apostle recommends, when he says, ^ I beseech 
you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
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tc God, which is your reasonable service’' She 
came to Macclesheld very poorly of a cold, ou the 
1 5th of December, being our preaching nights — 
She had an earnest desire to have a prayer meeting ; 
but I told her, on account of preaching being so 
late as eight o’clock, and the classes having to meet 
after, it would not be convenient.. But she was ve- 
ry importunate, and said, - she could not be happy 
w'ithout one ; adding, * I shall not be long here, and 
* 1 would buy up every opportunity of doing some- 
‘ thing for . God, for time is short.’ Knowing she 
had an uncommon talent for pleading for such souls- 
as were coming to God, we got a few together, to 
whom she was made a blessing. 

Tuesday the, l6th, she w'as.poorly, but used no 
less exercise in prayer, and would frequently say, 

‘ I want to redeem time better, for I believe 
‘1 shall not be in this world much longer:’ 
and would lift up her eyes to heaven, and say, 

‘ O blessed Jesus ! teach me to redeem time better, 

‘ that I may live more to thee than JL have ever yet 
^.done, that 1 may w’alk as thou j;1so walked st here 
^ below.’ .At night we had our prayer-meeting, in 
which she was very earnest in wrestling with the 
Lord for a present blessing for every soul. Indeed, 
it was a blessed time to very many, a time in which 
much of the power of God came down. I believe 
it was a season that will never be forgotten. After 
this meeting concluded we went to another, where 
ihe exercised several times. 1 think it may be truly 
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said, th&t she * prayed with all prater,* and lived 
constantly in this spirit. v - 

« On Wednesday the 17th, she complained of a 
soreness at her breast, and, for all this, did not 
abate of her usual exercise in prayer. T. he morning 
she employed in visiting sick persons, and many 
times prayed sweetly .with them and for them. The 
afternoon she spent in praying with several friends. 
In the evening we had a public prayer meeting in 
the chapel. She then stood upon one of the forms, 
and gave us au' exhortation, which was well appro* 
ved.' She was uncommonly earnest for precious 
souls. The zeal she had for them seemed to be un- 
paralleled. There were many singularly blessed of 
God. The meeting continued till one o’clock in the 
morning. After this she took a little lefreshment, 
and, after our family devotion, she desired us to re* 
tire and leave her, for she wi.shed to pray a while by 
herself. I said— ‘ Nanny, you have had a long 
meeting, go to bed : ’ She said, ‘ Bless the Lord ! my 
‘ soul is quite happy> 1^ feel a nearer union with Jesus 

* than I did yesterday.’ 

“ In the afternoon she said> * 1 want us to pray to- 

* gether, that w-e may obtain a blessing : come, let 
‘ us go to the Lord Jesus, and let us go empty thative 

* may be filled.’ When W'e sat down to dinner, she 
praised God ; and said, * Glory be to God!, I find- 

j| * he is quite willing to give grace and glory I I feel 

r he does not withhold any good thing from me.’ She 
seemed quite in a rapture, saying, *'0 Jesus! Xiong 
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time to many, and also to herself* Much of the di- 
vine presence was with us, and (I bless the Lord !)she 
was well received. As we were returning home 
she said, f The Lord has wonderfully blessed me; 

‘ not only in ray soul hut my . body, fof I feel quite 
‘ well.’ After we got home she began to cough very 
I much ; but being soon better, she resumed her con- 

versation, which was always about heaven or hea- 
j venly things. She said, ‘ Friends, I shall be in hea- 

‘ ven before you, and then how glad shall I be to 
‘welcome you there! I long to see. Abraham, Isaac 

‘ and Jacob, .Wesley, Fletcher, and some other dear 

‘ friends that I have known on earth.’ 
i “ Friday the lOlh, her cough began to be exceed- 

ingly troublesome, yet she was no less fervent in spirit. 
She spent all the day in retirement ; and I, doubt 
not, had she been seen, it was the greater part of the 
time upon her knees, pouring out her soul before 
God in prayer and praise. At night, her cough 
still increasing, prevented her being at the preaching. 

« Saturday the 20th, she was worse, and codd 
not exercise in prayer witiiout great difficulty. She 
1/ came into the prayer-meeting, and it may be said, 

she prayed as Christ did in the garden ; which weU 

became a dying person, r . . 

« Sunday the 21st, she»;had great difficulty in 

breathing, and often said, ‘Jesus is about to take 
‘ me home. 1 think I shall soon have done with this 
‘ body of cky ; and Ob, how happy shall 1 then be 
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w hen ‘ I cast my crown before him, lost in wonder, 
love and praise ! ’ 

“ Monday the 22nd, she was much the same in bo-, 
dy, but in a sw’eet frame of mind, perfectly resigned 
to the will of God, saying, ‘ Welcome life, or death, 
‘ or sickness ! just as seemeth good in the sight of Ihe 
‘ Lord.’ 

“'Tuesday the 23rd^ she was much worse. It was 
with much pa‘m that she could talk. After dinner 
she was obliged to go to bed, and said but very lit- 
tle. In the evening she came into the prayer-meet- 
ing, but was obliged to l^ave us as soon as she 
had prayed once. She had hut little rest this 
evening. , ■ 

“Wednesday the 24th, she sat up as usual, and. 
spent most part of . the morning in prayer.' After 
dinner she went to bed again; and the- little she 
could say was seasoned with salt, administering- 
grace to the hearers. 

r “ Thursday the 25ih, she came down for the last- 
time ; but, by the advice of the doctor, she went to 
bed,, and her affliction became very heavy, yet she 
continued instant in prayer and praise to God, 
often saying, ‘ All •! have and am 1 will give to 
‘thee, my God! Make me live every moment in 





‘the Spirit., Dear Jesus, take me for thy bride 
‘ and walk in me every moment I Oh, how I long' 
‘ to be with thee in heaven!’ She had a very rest- 
less night. 
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Friday the 26th, she was desired to say if there 
w^as any person to whom she would wish to send . . 
she answered, ^ No, except to - ; ^vho was 

immediately written to. At five o’clock in the even- 
ing, she began to* be so ill tliat we thought her 
departure at hand. About seven o’clock she said^ 
^1 think 1 have the pains of death upon me ; but 
. ^ what a blessing it is,' !• am going to Jesus ! For 
^ I am sure he is mine, and 1 am his. As she was 
able, she repeated these words, ‘ I am, sure he is 
, ^-mine, and 1 am his,’ at least tw^enty times. At 
nine o’clock, she w'as easier,* and had a comfortable. 

night. , • 

She was much better in the morning, and con- 
tinued to be so all the day. Her soul seemed very 
much engaged with God; In the afternoon, ^ 
asked her the state of her mind : her ans>\ er w^as^ 
^ Quite happy in the love of God.’ 

^^About half past twelve o’clock on Sunday morn- 
ning a friend and I joined in prayer with her. When 
we had concluded, she sat up in bed, and prayed 
with such exertion of voice as astonished us. She 
prayed most earnestly that God would revive his 
work in Macclesfield. The preachers and leaders 
seemed much impressed upon her mind. She was 
uncommonly drawn out in prayer for them. 

V Sunday the 28th, she was a little better, and 
was desirous of getting up, and did, whilst the bed 
w^asmadej but wished* to lie dow^^n again inini^i- 
ately. After dinner she was worse, and complain^ 
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ed of a pain in her breast. I asked her if 1 might 
send for the doctor ; she said, 1 might, but added, 
* He has done all he can : let us both be perfectly 
resigned to the will of God.’ In the evening she 
was very restless, with a degree of 'delirium. 

“ About three o’clock on Monday morning, she 
began to ascribe glory to the ever blessed Trinity ; 
and continued, saying, ‘Glory be to the Father, 
glory be to the Son, and glory be to the Holy Ghost,’ 
for a considerable time. Afterwards she altered 
much for death. About seven o’clock, the doctor, 
with those about her, ^ught she was just gone, 
but, to our great surprise, die continued in this state 
till between ten and eleven o’clock in the forenoon. 
She then lifted h«^lf up, and looked about her, and 
spoke just to be heard and was very sensible : she 
seemed perfectly composed, but her strength nearly 
ffone. About three o’clock she looked at the friends, 
and said, ‘ 1 am going to die ; ’ and added, ‘ Glory 
be to God and the Lamb for ever !’ so loud as to be 
heard in any part of the house, till she was qnite ex- 
hausted. About six o’clock 1 said, ‘Nanny how 
are you ?’ With a faint voice, she said, ‘ I am very 
ill.’ 1 replied, ‘You are, but I trust your soul is 
perfectly happy.’ She said, ‘Yes, it is, but I cannot 
so fully rejoice because of the weight of my affliction., 
I said, ‘ Well, the L<wd does-not require it, or he 
, would give you strength.’ ‘ Yes,’ she said, ‘he would. 
Glory be to God and the Lamb for everl’ These 
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■were Ker last ’ words. I Soon afterwards the spirit 
left this vale, of misery.— So died our dear and much 

valued .friewd, Ann Cutler. 

The above are the particulars of her life during 
The time she- was with us, and an account of her 
sickness .and deaths as far as 1 am able to recollect. 

I - JO 

“I am your s, etc. 

«A. H. 
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